
 
 

Women’s History Month 
Celebrating our Northwestern Ontario Sports Hall of Fame Inductees 

 
By: Diane Imrie, Executive Director 
 
Since 1983 the Northwestern Ontario Sports Hall of Fame has honoured numerous 
women for their outstanding contributions to sport through induction into the Hall of 
Fame. Back in 1992 the Government of Canada designated October as Women’s History 
Month. To mark this important national initiative, I thought I would celebrate the women 
who are amongst our honoured inductees.   
 
A number of our female Hall of Fame inductees have represented us with distinction at 
Olympic and Paralympic Games.  The first two northwestern Ontario home-grown 
women to claim gold at those events included hockey sensation Katie Weatherston who 
brought home gold from the 2006 Olympics and swimmer Andrea Cole who did so from 
the 2000 Paralympics. Other Olympians recognized in the Hall of Fame include judo 
pioneer Sandra Greaves who attended the 1988 and 1992 Games and diver Mary DePiero 
who also made the trip to Barcelona in 1992. In 2006 it was free-style skier Amber 
Peterson who became the first female from northwestern Ontario to compete in that sport 
at an Olympic Games. The sport of skiing is also represented in the Hall of Fame by alpine 
skier Lydia Kutra. 
 
Inductees Joann Baker and Debbie Clarke blazed the trail for our swimmers by 
competing at the 1976 Olympics in Montreal with Tami Saj going on to compete at the 
1988 Paralympic Games in Seoul.  Given the success of the Thunderbolts Swim Club it is 
not surprising that a number of other swimmers are in the Hall of Fame including Linda 
Cairns, Johanna Malloy and Liz McKinnon.  Inductee Suzanne Kwasny-Ritchie enjoyed 
success in the pool as well as on the water as a rower, claiming national medals in both 
sports. Longtime builder Irene MacLeay was honoured for her contributions around the 
pool where she served in a number of volunteer capacities and as a highly respected official 
for over forty-five years. 
 
Also gaining entry into the Hall of Fame for their success on the water were the rowing duo 
of Helen (Fleming) Livingstone and Barbara Kukko who claimed Canadian and Henley 
Regatta titles.  In 1991 Janice Allard-Cameron helped her three-person lightning sailing 
crew claim the Canadian Open championship title.  
 
Hall of Famer Maureen Grace brought home national rowing honours, and was a bronze 
medallist at the 1983 Pan American Games, and was also an exceptional swimmer and 
long-distance runner. Janette Dowton also excelled in running, representing Canada with 



distinction at the World Cross-County Championships and enjoying a successful university 
running career. Janet Sillman also saw success in long-distance running, as well as in 
triathlons and cycling, competing successfully from the local to the world level, winning 
cycling gold at the 2005 World Masters Games. 
 
Terri Gibbons dominated the sport of waterskiing during the 1980s, bringing home an 
incredible 25 national medals, with fifteen of them gold.  Another multi national champion 
in the Hall of Fame is Kathy Kangas who served as a member of the National Skydiving 
Team from 1970-85, winning four national titles and representing Canada at eight World 
Championships. Kathy Williams was a pioneer in women’s boxing during the 1990s and 
early 2000s where she claimed provincial and national amateur titles, and dominated state, 
North American and international bouts, earning a world # 1 ranking and the world junior 
bantamweight crown.   
 
Our lady bowlers have also represented us well around the world with Anne Saasto helping 
Canada win gold in 10-pin bowling at the FIQ World Championships in Singapore in 
1991 and at the 1995 Pan-Am Games.  In 1975 three women bowlers, including Elvira 
Dustin, Lucille Harris and Bev McCool were part of the Northern Ontario team that 
claimed the World Open Mixed 5-pin bowling title. In fact, the first woman to be inducted 
into the Hall of Fame was Lorriene (Sharp) Henry who was successful on the bowling 
lanes for many years and was a pioneer of women in sports, having played hockey and 
baseball during the 1920s and 30s. 
 
Another sports pioneer in the Hall of Fame is Ruth Black who was considered to be one of 
the top female athletes in the region throughout the 1920s, 30s and 40s, competing in no 
less than ten different sports.  Competing alongside Ruth in a number of those sports was 
all-round athlete Helen (Gerry) Reith. Another active sportswoman dating back to the 
1920s was Ella Willson who dominated local badminton and tennis courts for close to 
forty years.  Also successful on the tennis courts was Winnifred Harpell who claimed the 
1946 Canadian Junior Ladies singles, doubles and mixed doubles titles.  Another national 
champion at a young age was Lynda Devine-Starczewski who claimed the 1968 
Canadian junior team and ladies golf titles. 
 
Breaking down barriers for women in the sport of hockey during the 1940s was builder 
inductee Hilda (Fiori) Donati who started her very own pee wee hockey league.  Dolly 
Amadeo was another trailblazer earning a spot in the Hall of Fame as an executive member 
of the national champion 1961-62 Marathon Mercuries Intermediate Hockey team. 
 
Long-time coach and figure skater Barbara Hutcheon earned entry into the hall in the 
athlete category along with builder Beryl Campbell, who dedicated over thirty years 
helping grow the sport from the local to the national level. 
 
Not surprisingly a number of Hall of Fame members hail from the sport of curling 
including individual athlete inductee June Shaw and builder Arline Wilson.  Team 
inductees include 1979 Canadian Mixed Curling champions Nancy Lund and Marsha 
(Kerr) Apland and 1981 team members Anne Provo and Lorraine Lang.  In 1991 Eila 



Brown, Arline Wilson, Eileen Chivers-Wilson and Bette Toskovich claimed the Canadian 
Senior ladies crown and in 1988 & 1989 Heather Houston skipped her team of Lorraine 
Lang, Diane Adams, Tracy Kennedy and Gloria Taylor to back to back Canadian titles and 
the 1989 World crown.  
 
Not only have these outstanding athletes and builders represented us with pride and 
dedicated themselves to providing sporting opportunities for their communities, they also 
serve as wonderful role models for future generations of female sports participants. 
 
If you know of some other females who you think are worthy of consideration for induction 
into the Northwestern Ontario Sports Hall of Fame think about submitting a nomination to 
our Selection Committee.  Call 622-2852, email nwosport@tbaytel.net or visit 
www.nwosportshalloffame.com for further information on the nomination process.  
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